
 

 

The Start 

 In 2007 Exeter had three Christian bookshops: 

S.P.C.K., Wesley Owen and the Cathedral shop. When 

the first 2 shops closed and the Cathedral shop became 

more of a gift shop, John and Margaret Robertson felt 

strongly that the city and region needed a well-stocked 

Christian bookshop to serve the local churches and 

community.  

 In June of 2008 they opened Bridge Books. The 

venture was never going to be straightforward, but they 

experienced many practical encouragements including 

shelving from Wesley Owen and Exeter City Council 

tailoring a lease to match the needs and fitting a lowered 

ceiling and lighting at their expense. They had always 

envisaged that the ministry was to establish Bridge 

Books and then hand it to someone younger with a 

similar vision. In March 2012 Gary and Mary Lee were 

called to continue the ministry.  

 

Thanks to God and thank you – His people. 

 

Bridge Books is one of God’s ministries to His 

people in this region and beyond. Without His hand 

on it Bridge Books would not be here. Without our 

valued customers this ministry would not exist.  So 

thank you to each and every one of you. 

 

The world is richer because of what you take 

away from Bridge Books.  

 

Since June 2008 over 236,000 items worth over 

1.1 million pounds of Christian resources have left the 

shop and gone to Europe, Thailand, Africa and all 

over the UK spreading the gospel and encouraging, 

equipping and giving hope to all ages through: Bibles, 

cards, teaching resources, films, music, artwork and 

gift items with a clear message of encouragement 

from Scripture. With daily prayer mixed with a lot of 

effort, a great team of staff and customers 

encouraging and supporting the work, more resources 

leave the shop each year. Plus, we have seen an 

increase of bulk orders of Bibles, especially to 

schools, as well as boxes of Christian books to 

libraries.  

 

10th anniversary celebrations! 
A Party - was held next door in the Riverside café on Saturday 3oth June to celebration with food, drink, 

thanksgiving and prayer for the past and the future. Over 60 attended with much encouragement received. 
 

A Gift - To celebrate these 10 years we want to thank everyone who comes into the shop in July. Every 

customer will receive a beautiful Gift Book. 
 

Ten plus 1- Any church group or school buying 10 items will get another free. Valid from 1st July to 30th 

August. Buy your Bibles, prizes and hymn books now! 
 
 

The Future  

 We want to set the shop up for the next 10 years. 

Practically, it would be great to:  

 Replace the shop front door making it easier for      

pushchairs and wheelchairs to enter  

 Replace two old display stands  

 Replace welcome mat  

 Reorder the small office  

 Paint front of shop 

 Renew front sign  

 

Please pray that the £4500 needed will be made 

available. Gifts for £1300 have come in, so a little more 

needed. 

 For six years we have led the ministry at Bridge 

Books. To be sure that the ministry will continue to grow 

and be part of the Christian community for the next 10 

years, Mary & I think it would be good to start praying 

about who would take the ministry on in the future. 

 
 



 

 “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”  1 Thessalonians 5:24 

 

10 Facts about Bridge Books - Did you know… 

1. Bridge Books means connecting people to God 

as well as our location near Exe Bridges. 

2. Our fish logo includes the blue railings of the 

bridges over the river Exe. 

3. Staff – Paula born in Sweden, Betty born in 

Holland, Joanna’s first 20 years in Shetland, 

Judith born in Bristol, Mary in South Hams and 

Gary, an Army brat born in Aldershot. 

4. We have a website, Facebook, Twitter and a 

new blog written by Ruth. 

5. Some regulars (Christian and not yets) come in 

every day for a chat/prayer/peppermint! 

6. Our best-selling book is the Bible - of course. 

7. We supply to schools as well as churches. 

8. We post to anywhere – Thailand is a regular. 

9. We do bookstalls wherever we are asked – 

Taunton, Ilminster, Plymouth, Exeter… 

10. Best-selling gift products: Hannah Dunnett 

pictures. 

Thousands now reading Christian books… 

 

“The Bible is the only book where the author is 

present when you read it…helping you understand”. So 

many children and adults these days have no 

knowledge of Bible stories nor the opportunity to read 

Christian books with a real message of hope. 

Thanks to many of our generous customers and staff, 

as well as to a grant funding trust called Speaking 

Volumes, 105 libraries now have a large box of 

Christian books. Many of our customers have 

sponsored a ‘library’ or part of one. These include 

many primary schools around the West Country right 

down to the Isles of Scilly, a school in Kenya and in 

Uganda, plus the RD&E Hospital, Hospice, Prison, 

Lympstone Commandos, St Thomas library, Nurseries 

and more.   

“We are delighted with the books, such a lovely 

selection for all ages, which will appeal to all”. 

Join us in praying that each of these specially chosen 

books are picked up and read by children, parents and 

teachers and other adults where often God is the only 

one there to help them understand the message. He is 

able and He will do it. Please pray for this Library 

ministry. 

At this time we have eight primary and two secondary 

schools waiting for funding. We aim to put £300 worth 

of bright, colourful, up-to-date books into each library 

(about 60 titles), so if you would like to sponsor one of 

these local schools or part of one (maybe your 

homegroup or church would club together), then please 

drop into the shop, send us a cheque for ‘Bridge Books 

Library Fund’, or put your donation directly into our 

account: sort code 08-92-50, account no. 68545510 and 

let us know. Thank you so much. 

         

Events - past 

Bible Journalling 
 In April we held our second Bible Journalling 

workshop with local artist, Rachel Povey which was 

once again well attended. In June we hosted ‘Freed from 

Shame’ which set out to address the stigma of mental 

illness in the Church where over 30 people attended to 

hear authors Dawn Holmes and Karen Todd speak.  

Events - upcoming 

 We support events with bookstalls and 

resources on a ‘sale or return’ basis or man pop-up 

shops/stalls ourselves. We are involved in over 30 

outside events each year. 

 Please pray for us this summer for all those 

involved in camps, conferences and events that they find 

just the right resources they need to encourage, 

challenge and lead them closer to Christ. See our 

‘events’ page on the website for more details. 

     

3 Okehampton Street, St Thomas, Exeter EX4 1DW 

Tel: 01392 427171  

email:sales@bridgebookshop.co.uk 

www.bridgebookshop.co.uk 

Do join us as we are busy praying about how we 

may better sustain and continue to grow the ministry 

and leave a prosperous business for whoever God 

places here next. Each year we feel less able to do this 

work in our own strength, and are so grateful for our 

hardworking, very special staff. We value your prayers 

and input too.  

 

Why use a real bookshop? 

 Our attitude has always been to work with those 

who need/want to look, touch and feel the item before 

they buy. We appreciate all those who deliberately 

choose to buy their resources through us, especially for 

those new to faith or seeking faith. Customers have said 

they use us because ‘you have a wonderful selection to 

choose from’, ‘your prices are often the same as the 

internet, for bulk orders often cheaper’ and ‘it would be 

a great loss to the community if you were not here.’  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjy_a_pkezYAhWnLcAKHUHzDtkQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbiblehub.com%2F1_thessalonians%2F5-24.htm&usg=AOvVaw1XIxun2xIJQcTkMsgRHCt6

